The Ballad of the Long-legged Bait
by Dylan Thomas

(Excerpt seen in "Remember Love")

From salt-lipped beak to the kick of the stern
Sing how the seal has kissed her dead!

The long, laid minute's bride drifts on

Old in her cruel bed.

Over the graveyard in the water
Mountains and galleries beneath
Nightingale and hyena

Rejoicing for that drifting death

Sing and howl through sand and anemone
Valley and sahara in a shell,

Oh all the wanting flesh his enemy
Thrown to the sea in the shell of a girl

Is old as water and plain as an eel;
Always good-bye to the long-legged bread
Scattered in the paths of his heels

For the salty birds fluttered and fed

And the tall grains foamed in their bills;

Always good-bye to the fires of the face,
For the crab-backed dead on the sea-bed rose
And scuttled over her eyes,

The blind, clawed stare is cold as sleet.
The tempter under the eyelid

Who shows to the selves asleep
Mast-high moon-white women naked

Walking in wishes and lovely for shame

Is dumb and gone with his flame of brides.
Susannah's drowned in the bearded stream
And no-one stirs at Sheba's side

But the hungry kings of the tides;

Sin who had a woman's shape

Sleeps till Silence blows on a cloud
And all the lifted waters walk and leap.

Lucifer that bird's dropping



Out of the sides of the north
Has melted away and is lost
Is always lost in her vaulted breath,

Venus lies star-struck in her wound
And the sensual ruins make
Seasons over the liquid world,
White springs in the dark.



