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Phots: Courlesy Irina Irvine

it s
the

ubconciousiy. the kind o
society down in lunnels that
evervhody wants in the reul world
where it’s not incredibly materialistic,’
reflects actress Inina Catherine lrvine of
lite below in TV's Beanty & the Beaxt
=I1's a world hased on nururing and
supporting. and getting by without cutting
vour neighbor's throat. People are drawn
o that kind of community
“Ii seems like America doesn’t have
much of a community feeling anymore
where people are acually pulling

networking and helping each other,” she

together.

adds, “I's pretty much dog-eat-dog with
the atritude, *I"ve got mine. screw vou.” |
think the community feeling appeals on
one level, Also, the Wea of being in love
and having a connection that’s really
strong. forever and beautiful 15 something
that people want. It"s everybody’s wleal of
what two lives 1ogether shownld be; that
kind of connection that leads beyond the
grave 1o efernity. People are drawn 1o that
guite literally because it's what they want
to expect out of life.”

Like the cast of Star Trek, those who
have labored in front of the cameras on
Beaury & the Beast have found themselves
cought up in a phenomenon They are sud
denly cult figures, admired and often called
upon to reflect on their TV experience

“Every time 1 go 1o a Beauty & the
Beast convention, | get really overwhelmed.
and it’s hard for me 0 do many of them
admits Irvine, who portrayved the crossbow-
grmed underground denizen, Jamie. “It's
really overwhelming because 1 think, “You
know, T was a mincer chamcter on this show
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Why do vou want 1o tlk o me?” 1 don’t
really kmow why they find my characier as
interesting as they do, and 1'm always taken
ahack by the people who've spent the night
driving in a car (o a convention where I'm
talking. Besides being overwhelming, it's
humbling, because vou realize what Kind of

Lovely Irina Irvine has
fond memaories of her
times in Tunnelworld.

By EDWARD GROSS

effect you have on people through the
miedium in which vou're working.

“I1"s really intense that the words 1 say.
the persona I ereate on TV and what the
camera shoots are something that people
are responding to from a visceral level. You

must realize that yvou have a tremendous ne
sponsihility. which can be a burden or a
joy, depending on how you look at it, When
people are knocking at your door ol 1 1:00
a1 night. it"s a burden For the maost part,
though, | haven™t hed any trouble with fans.
I really love them, and 1 love talking to
them.”

Unknown Worlds

It's common knowledge thit Beawty &
the Beast deals with the eternal love ol
Assistant D.A. Catherine Chandler and
noble lion-man Yincent. as well as their
respective worlds above and below the
streets of New York. At the time lrvine real
for the role of Jamie, however, there wasn'f
much known aboul the senmes.

“My agent culled me up and said | had
an audition for this show called Beanry &
the Beasi, which was supposed to have
something 10 do with monsters in the tun-
nele of New York.” smiles the actress. My
was, "Great. Wonderful. Thanks a
for” 1 went in and read for the casting direc
tor, only knowing that the part called for o
tomboy. After the audition 1 thought. "l
they call, great: Il they don' forget aboul
it.! My agent called me in the morning and
told me 1 had the part. It was supposed 1o be
for one episode, *Shades of Grey.” and it
wmed into a recurring role

‘| thought the material wis mterestng,
despite not knowing anything about the
show at all. The wayv that | approach acting
is thut 1 2o in and dio the best | can with the
material and time that T have: then. | forget
about it, That’s my way of coping with re-
jection, Instead of pining away OvVer

redchion




whether I'Il get a callback. 1 just try to sat-
isfy myself and have fun. The only impres-
sion | have is walking into a room full of
producers, shaking eveérybody’s hand and
being overwhelmed at just how' many pro-
ducers there actually were on thal show,”™

A fan of such S5Fffantasy authors as
Robert Heinlein, Ray Bradbury, Anne
MeCaffrey and Frank Herbert, Irvine found
a series like Beanty & the Beasr u relresh-
ing change of pace from standard TV, “Al
first, | thought it was weird,” she laughs,
“hut when 1 got the first script, 1 said, *This
is really a socialist society down here. This
i= really cool. They take care of each other,
What & concept.” | really got behind that, as
well as the good feelings that were being
cultivated there. As far as the science fic-
tion part. | remember just being blown
away at seeing Ron Perlman’s makeup as
Vincent. Then, when | found out how long
it takes to put the makeup on, | wias in pain
for him.

“You can only go =0 far in a network
TV show with two characters holding i1 to
gether,” Invine points out in reference to the
underworld s secondary characters crealing
it fabric of reality. “There must be some
thing 1o supporn them; there has to be a sup-
porting cast there 1o give you subplots with-
in subplow in order to make it interesting. |
know that most of the folks enjoyed seeing
more of the Tunnel World than the up-top
stuff, because the people were so well-
defined down there. They were nurlured
and nuruning, instead of the blobs on most
T". shiow \."

Alding in the effectiveness of Jamie and
her “family™ was the community feeling
gmong the actors as well. “Ellen Geer,
Armin Shimmerman, Tony Jay...my God,
these people are just omazing stage actors,”
she savs, sounding a bit star-struck, “When
you've got that kind of power and commil-
ment in anvthing, yvou're going to have a lot
of really wonderful energy just houncing
off the walls. Everybody truly liked each
other on the set.”

Irvine got along particularly well with
Avery and Armin
Shimmerman, who respectively played
Winslow and Paskal. All three, in [
plaved significant roles in her most promi-
nent episode, season one’s “To Reign in
Hell.™ in which they mded Vincent on his
guest 1o rescue Catherine from the evil
Paracelsus ( Tony Jay). A noble endeavor, it
cost Winslow’'s life and drove home the
pomnt that this was an episodic TV world
where people lived and died

“Armin. James Avery and | spent a lot
of tme together and had a ber over wihich
one of us was going 1o get bumped off
she explains, "and Avery lost
Basically, the writers didn’t want to get into
that tvpical old Star Trek thing where
Bones. Spock, Kirk and some poor
schmuck—this ensign vou had never seen
hefore but are supposed 1o feel sorry for—
are in & dangerous situation, and the ensign
dies, They didn™t want to cop out and do
that. | think the writers made a gricvous

aclors James

firse,”
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Irvine recalls there was “trepidation and fear” on the B&B set when Linda
Hamilton decided o leave.

mistake, bur Avery's career skyrocketed
after that.”

She continues. “1 really liked working
on ‘To Reign in Hell.,” 1 wish that 1 had
maore siuff like that The one show that they
cut off a pretly nice monologue | had was in
‘Dead of Winter." It was when | was speak-
ing with Mouse and | went off in a comer
and looked sud. Mouse came over and said.
‘What™s going on?" 1 reflected on Winslow,
the fact thar my last words 10 him were real-
Iy harsh, ane thut 1 never gol the chance 1o
el him that [ really loved him. missed him
They cut thar out and it really pissed me
off. But that's show hiz. | wish they would
have allowed Jamie 10 speak more, insiead
of being someone who runs hither and
thither, grabbing guns for people and
schlepping.

“1 get a lot of who my character i1s from
the words that are written and reading
berween the lines. | didn’t have much of
that to work with, so | had 1o fabricale most
of everything and work with what T had, Tt
pives you @ lot of latiede, bur vou're also
hanging on this precipice, thinking, “1'm
going to do this,” and the director says, “No,
you're going 10 do that.” | remember | was
disappointed whenever big speeches 1 had
that really expanded the character were cut
because of time problems. Even though 1
wasn't allowed (1o say the speeches, | saw
them and used those words and feelings o
add 1o the characrer, which helped. Whar
also helped is that | thought the character
was an awful lot like me. so | decided to
infuse myself into her. She says things |
wouldn't necessarily say, but T share her
sense of commitment toward action and

wanting 1o do something as well as her
wanting 1o be soft sometimes.”

Unknown intentions

Irvine began her acting career as a baller
dancer, While guite good technically. her
instructor stated rhat she needed to learn
how w dance. “My response,” she reflects,
“wis: ] Lnow how to dance.” She =aid, "No,
you know how to do steps. You need 1o
learn how o emote. Why don’t you consid
er taking an acting class?" ™

For a time, Irvine rejected the idea. until
she sal in a class being wmken by her sister,
Paula (also an aciress, seen in Phantasm [T),
and was so impressed that she decided to
give it a try. "1 had no intentions of ever
being an actress,” she emphasizes, “T just
wanted to be a better dancer, but that blos-
wormed by itsell and [ ended up getting jobs.
| also realized that acting is something |
could do a lot longer. One of the things
ahout dancing that bugged me is that you're
wiashed up by age 35, | could never under-
stand how you could spend your entire life
working at something, molding your body
into this beautiful machine that works like a
clock, and then as soon as you're old
enough 1o really know what life is about
anl be able to stam dancing with something
besides beautiful echnique behind you, you
have two or three or five years hefore
vou're history. That's temrible, 50 acting is

EDWARD GROSS, veteran STARLOG cor-
responicdent, i3 the co-awthor of Newcomers
Among Us; The Alien Nation Companion
{fmage, 512.95), He examined Quanium
Leap comics in isswe #170
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with age.”

Phota: Crystal Shiner

irina Irvine is overwheimed thal people

want 1o hear her talk about her minor
role on Besuly & the Beasl.

¢
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kind of a way 1o gel
around that. Look
al Jessica Tandy,
for goodness
sakes. You can
only get better

Her carly
actimg credits
included
the soap
opera

b = -~

Capireed, Fr ey’ s Neghrmares and numer
ous mnuisic videos, including those by Elton
John and Maprice White, bul “my man gig
was Beanuty & e Beast.”

Irvine’s most prominent memaories of
the series involve working with the vanous
cusl members, whom she recalls fondly

“Armin is a close friend,” she begins, <1
take Shakespeare from him. He's a brillian
Shakespearcan acior and 1 love him. Amnd
James Avery—every ime | see him. | get a
grean big hug and a Kiss: he's just wonder
ful. 1 always guite enjoved working with
him. Ellen Geer is just an mncredible, warm,
nurturing. loving woman to work with. | got
into wonderful conversations with her. |
had good vibes with most of the people on

the set, including Linda Hamilton

"Roy Dotrice |Father] has a story Tor ey

erything and he’s very cniémaining to

listen to. 1 lusd some of the best giggles
of my life on the set when Roy and Ron

[Perlman] got imo it 1t°s almost like

Jonathan Winters. You know how he

always 1ries to crack everybody up?

They would start this routing, get things

going and one-up each other with how

"| get a lot of who my
character is from
reading between the
lines.”

much they can make everyvbody laugh. |
enjoyed the entertainment guality ol the
e with the guvs.”

Her memories of cach seasomn arc just as
distinct, particularly the third, when
Hamilten made it guite clear that she was
leaving the sencs and Beamwly & the Beast
wiould have 1o somehow survive without

her

“The first season. for me, was bewilder-
ment,”’ ‘Nobody ever expect
ed it 1o get picked wp, so it was like, “Let’s
have fun with it while we can.’ | remember
witching the sets being built and having my
mind blown. The sets were unbelievably
beautiful, works of ant in and of themselves,
| only did four shows the first season and
wiisn'l on The set that much, but every time
I went on the set, | was greeted very wanm-

stutes lrvine

Iy and called by my nickname—Tunnel

Pralo: Desied Gonzobed

Tun. Owen the camera operalor gave me
that. Tt was just Owen’s thing. If there was
an older woman, she was a Tunnel Slut. 1
think 1 was the only Tunnel Tart because
costume designer Judy Evans put me in
tight pants.” Irvine's impressions of the
second season were what she describes us
=sort of like holding on for dear life.
Toward its end, Linda just wanted to have
her baby in peace and not have to be sub
merged in the trunk of a car in water |“The
Watcher™] while three months pregnant. |
know she was quite put out by that and 1
can’t blame her at all. There was a lot of
iension on the sel because of Linda’s leay
ing. Evervone knew, “This is it. We're
Beanty & rthe Beast without our Beauty.
What are we going o do now?" 5o, there
was a lot of trepidation and fear

“Third season was sort of, “Go for it and
hang on for dear life." | sensed that the wril-
ers said, “We better just kick ass. We had
bemer make this good if we're pong Lo con-
tinue.” | knew when Linda was of [ the show
that it was doomed. 1 did enjoy Vincent
searching for and finding his and
Catherine's child, and | dug the charscters
they had for the nemeses—Gabriel,
Snow—just great! 1 loved walching
Stephen McHattie; what a sinister 5.0.8. he
was! It got much more vielent, which in
some places was warmanied, but in others. if
was like, “Oh, come on, guys.” Something
hod 1o ke the place of the romantic thing
that wasn't there anymeore, and it was slash-
ing,” Irvine says

When Hamilton left and Jo Anderson
jnined the cast as investigalor Diana
Bennett, Irvine thought the show's siream
of thought changed (oo miech. =1t was just a
toaally different energy and wasn’i the same
at all.” she explains. *1 also thooght they
copped out in the thind scason insofar as the
underground people ane concemed. Had the
show =one on, Lhere wouldn't have been
much for Vincent to be up on top for, so
they would have had to expand on Lhe
underground and the child. The kid is going
to have 1o grow up and all sorts of things
are godng 1o he happening with him. Being
a society where everybody lakes care of
each other would have opened up many
interesting stories. There would have been
room for expanding those characters,

“When people say. *How did you react to
the third season? . | answer thal question as
tentatively und as diplomatically as possible,

72
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Tunnel people Ritch Brinkley (left), irvine, David Greenlee and Armin
Shimmerman surfaced from Below 1o speak at TunnelCon,
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I kmow =0 many poople were really guine
taken by surprisce in the third season and
didn®t ke i at all: they thoweght they haoad
been sold down the river. And many peophe
really liked it, The way 1 usually answer that
question is thay it was a very difficult thing
they tried o do. carrving on o show called
Reauiy & the Beess without Beavty, [ think
they did the best thal they could with wihat
they had. Tt was damped il yvou 0 and
damned if yvou don't—a nasly Catch-22.
They knew it and tried (o keep the gualiny
up. and thalt was the best they could do
Beanty &L the Beasr was either going 1o
survive and float or sink like o rock. So, 1
sunk like a rock.”

uUnknown Futures

Begarery & e Beast may vel resurface s
a feature Gilm, thooagh Irvine hos no mews on
e movie. “Mobody talks 1o me abour thess
things.” she laoughs. 1 don™t koow obowt
them and | don’t really care to know abowut
them until I'm booked or asditionimg. Unless
it"s 0 done deal, it"s just owt there
i the clouds, m pretty jaded when it comes
to production., because 've worked o ot
naodd just as an actor. but on the other side of
thee cammera

=As far as looking forward 1o things. |
don’t, 1 they happen., fine. greal. wonderful.
I don't speculate that anvehing will hoappen
antil the check has cleared. [f vou had as
many bounced checks from companies as
I"ve had. vou would have o get like thar
Mot us oan actor. because SAG pretty much
takes cane of thut, but as a productaon person,
vl P, You work vour bull oft Tor these
people. they write vou a check. vou write a
wheck 1o pay your rent uand it bounces, That s
a pretty hamd thing o 1take.™

Since the series lefi the air, things hawve
been admittedly 1ough for lrvine. Despite
appearances in FBC s fn Liviag Coliar and
the NBC TV mwowie. Canse af (Xewrf, aoring
roles have been mfregquent. 1 may have 1w
get a real job.” she smiles. "1I"'m going w0
have o regroup and either not be an actor
anymore or hope that soemething comes
along. |"'ve been singing lately, amd il sedmes
that most of the thangs m my life are pushing
me foward muslc and singing right now. My
life and career is poing 1o mke whatever
course it takes. All I con do is ask for guid-
ance, be persistent and be good ot what | do.
If it™s mecant (o happen. it"s going w happen:
if 1" s moi, There™s ot 4 beck of a lot | can &o
aboant i

Just as there isn™t much she cun do abwout
the growing Hcawry & the Beasr phe-
moamenon, which secms 1w be approaching
Srar Trek status.

“Wihen it reaches that level.” Inna Iovine
mises. <171 have o reckon with it bol i oal-
ways strkes me as funny. stroamge and kKind
of wonderful that ['m part of the whole
thing. 1 don’t know where it carme from, but
it came from someplace and 'm supposcd to
e paet off it That much Mm sure of
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