Beauty And The Beast

A Starburst feature by John Peel

He's not exactly the
normal image of a
heart-throb: he’s tall and
dark, certainly - but
handsome? Well, he has
hairy paws with talons, a
furry face, features like a
lion and fangs which can
tear a foe apart. Despite
this apparent lack of
appeal, he's one of the big
romantic heroes of the
year in American
television. He's Vincent,
the Beast of the series
Beauty And The Beast.

ncerit B olaved B Ron Perlmae, a
37 vear-old New Yorker who seems
doomed toe hide his face behind

masks, He was heaviby made up for his rile
iy Queest For Fire, and then again for The
lce Pirates . Hi ride as Vincent is perhaps
the longest make-up job of thermn all. and he
originally turmed the réle down, not want
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ing to go through 21l of that again. His agent
persuaded hitn (o read the pilot scripl. and
Perlman chongedd his mind. It's a decision
which haw gained him a cult following, lors
ol wery slrange letters from fernale fans, and
an Emony nomination as “Besl Actor of the
Yeor. The makeup was designed by R

Baker creator of An Ameri
Werewolf In London’s effects ary

get ready for the show. He even
differcril sets of fangs to weur
speaking. and one tor roaring! o -

Beauly is Cathy Chandler, & T‘.!T:#F'
Attorney's assistant, played by llﬂfk
Harnilton. Linda is also no stranger to fans
tasy, having plaved in The Termin
arwl Hing Hong Lives. Since she is
more made up than the average actress.
pprm:mqtmr o take on the part was cotl
siderabby easier,

The storyline ilsell s mag aF and th
producers haucwrwlylma‘l i els 5
ing polnt. “Once upon a t
advertiserrents for it reagd
might go somethingl i
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like. When his fury is aroused, he becomies
hestial in his fremiay. His strengih s super
hurnan hj.-,-ug;ﬂgzg“u. . Yt within that
infant, Father chuld detedf a sensitive,
poctic soul, Tn Father's WMopian socigly,
Vincent could grow up accepled and koved.
H he weere wver to be t. Above, he'd
» canjed s a freak, ‘in panic, Vine
it grews bo dgike e 1oting free
fmm f-"'- ATE Yeats anl
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fike armything which has ewer gone before

As the season progressed. the emphasis
began to shift from the MNew York streets
and the sewm which inhabit them. First one
stony. then another, began to focus on the
warld Below, By the end of the season,
more of the tales dealt with Father's
society, and the problems they faced, than
those stories contained in the average sort
of plots, The ratings grew, and nlerest in
the chow s increasing steadihy, The series
was renewed guite early, and this next
season will bring back the ll-starred (or is
that scarved?) lovers. Hll be a trifle lare,
thanks to the writers' strike, but the shiow
will be back.

| spoke with Science Fiction writer

George R:R. Martin about the series. At the
timsz, he was the Executive Story Consul
taril for (he show Pwhich tremslates into
normal English as: “one of the writers'!™k
now he is a producer. Martin's short stories
and novels have won crilical acclaim, and
Nightflyers was recently filmed. He was
imtrodueced Lo television writing through (he
new Twilight Zone show, and from Lhat
he moved on {0 Beauty And The Beast.

“The show has been pretty well received
crilicalhy. ™ he said. "We're ulso winning our
time-slot regularky every week. We're an

Friday evenings at 800, arxl Fridays are a
wery loae viewsership night, Our tofal ratings
are perhaps 101 as high as some other
shows, but we have a very lame share of
the audlence, S0 wete pretoy solid.”

*The only resl siumbling block for the
series was the fact that the show wis cost-
irny more to produce than hed originallky
bezer anticipated. “lt was (he general all-
roumned costs of tryimnn to fake New York City
when you 're actualy in Los Angeles.” Maor
tin explaimed. “The pilot was shot n New
Yook, and at thol time, we got & con
siderable ibrary of shots, elements, skofing
vienws and Lhings ke that which we. coulkd
them wse i futire shows. If we use them
skilfully, Bul the Ixter eplsades ure all being
shot mghl here ip Los Angeles, n various
gh like MNew Yorlk so
ot we can dou Urforiumatehy, [.os An-
galet doesn't have a whole lol of areas that
i uwh.ulelm‘h MNew York, so it is
e, and invokes a lot

g shosw manacges (o ate the atrnos-

b very well, o tribate 1o the pruduml]ui
deda.mur.:n “We oun sevieral cabs.”
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entire stveet and bring in fake buses! You
simply heve 1o deal with the et that evarny
once in a while a Los Angeles bus Is going
o come Nt frame!”

Sarprisingly, the subterranean scenes of
thae shomr are neod all television sourd stages
‘e shulio mixed in with some subier-
rancan footage of real New York,” Martin
revealed, "Cenaln things - e the blg,
spiral stabrcase that evervbody remarks on -
that actually exisis, that's a real spéral stairs
case under the city of Mew York. W goes
dosss about three stories under the earth

The staircase ks a leature of the credit se
gquenice. beautifulh illuminated in soft oran
ges and golds, to give the impression of
descent Into Vincent s underground world
It's underneath Central Park somewhere,
Martin -E':n;EII.‘\In.l'd The _','lrr'u:|li_|q_'1:ri are Nl al
lowred bo revead the exact ocation; the city
tears a horde of fans swooping down to see
where the stalrcase heads... “Many of the
e shots are real shots from New Yiork
Someé of them ane matie paintings, the
more sneclacular chamber shots like the
Whispertng Gallery, ” This is a small bridge

over a vasi, seemingly endless drop into the
earth, and one of Vincent's favourite spols
o st and think. Sounds fram the werld
Al filter down into here, and he can ks
e to music, sireel sounds and even people
talking. “The Chamber of the Winds.
another cavern, s also a matlie paknting
The matie work is very skiffully hancdled
and contributes to the excellent almos
phere of the show

MNext lssue e hear more aboul the
showr 5 cast ond direciion
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Beauty

Starburst feature by John Peel

Last issue we looked at
the idea of the show and
talked to writer George R
R Martin about it. This
issue he talks about how
he sees the programme.

£ & It might be considered an updating of &

fairy tale in & confemporary setting,”

he suggested. "But 1t also las a gritty,
realistic side to it s a intaposition of fan-
tasy elements and real elemants. At the
heart of the story, il s a romantic show, not
only in the love story aspects between
Cathy and Vincenl - which is a romance in
the old. dlassical serse of 1t - but also within
the wider dafinttion of romantic fiction, The
magical workl beneath the carlh... some of
the other people. .. some of e things that
qo on down there . Ie & romnantic view of
Mew York City. Mew York in our show is
not the same Mew York that you see in an
ultra-realistic show fike Hill Street Blues
ar Cagney and Lacey. It's a ryhological
Mew York, New York us the Ciy
Primaesal, with its glittering spires and s
terrible, dark depths. And everything in be-
tusceny, Al least, that’swhul we're truing for

“Fuen some of our gangs in the dory No
Way Down - & wwry essentially aboul street
gangs, with Wincent belng pursued by the
street gangy  [hey're almost stidlwlogical
strect gangs. They're a little larger than life,
a little more colourful. Thal whole episode
was shot on backlots, which enables vou to
aet o very shfized, sumeal feel, which we
wezre all very pleased with.”

The show does fometimes venturs wilo
controversial terrilong. . Masks gave us a2
retired Irish rebel, Fghting for an unnamsed
organizetion, and now tndreg o die peace-
fully in Mew York. His fiey dauvghter, an
advocate of peace, 18 being slalked hy one
of her father's former associates, The show
parallels thelr guesl for peace with
Vincent’s own guest for inner peace. " MNor
thern Ireland s a terrible siuation,” Marlin

who wrote the story - explained, "You
literally do hove o worlds, with walls that
have been rajsed betdeen Catholic and
Protestani neighbourhoods. People live In
identical houses one hlock apari, but there's
this huge, hideous wall thal's risen between
themn so that thet can't shool at ¢ach other
when they come to their windows to put
out their laundry, It's a fnghtening kind of
situation.”

Father is something of a shadowy fiqure
at first, but an episode cafled Song OFf Or
pheus sketched in his own fale; who he was
before, and what drove him into (he tun
nels, “It takes him back to the surface for
the first thme since the early Filties,” Martin
said, “He's a man who was unfairly per-
socuted by Society at that time, and who
turned his back on it He regards it basical-
v as terminally corrupt, and went down
Below. There he has buil - at least on a
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simall scale - what he regards as a better
more sane and more hurnan saclety than
the one thar exiss above his head.”

[he central thiust of Lhe story, en which
the show stands or falls, is the characrer of
Vincent. Il he canrot be made credible,
then the show carnot succeed, The meld-
ing of superior scripts, dof direction and
Ron Periman's masterful porrraval of the
Boaw all come tooether 1o create a mythic
figure in himselr. Vincenl s ughy to the eves,
but beautiful in every olber way. e's a
caring, sensitive person, & lonser of classical
miusic, & romanitle soul. “T Javing lved down
there in some ways he's very much an in-
pocent,” Mattin amplified. “He can par-
ticipate i1 things like Shakespeare and all
thws things that really represent the best of
our society, He hasn't really hean exposad
- pxoepl in some of the eduenfures in our
showsrs - o some of the warss of our sochkaty
and zarme of the rivial things, the numdane
things. He has Shakespeane, bul be s neen
spared [romn Gilligan's Islard! ™o ux-
loposition exists. A lol ol what he knows of
e he krows from books.™

In 1he first stoey, Cath is shown as some
Lhing of & spoiled veh girl, working for ber
father. Atter her barrowing expericnics of
heing assaulled and having her face
slashed, she changas, With Vincent's help,
she has begun i see ancther way of lving,
“She s developing o depth of her owal”
Martin pointed cut. “kn sonce ways, she has
aviewnaint that is diilecent from Vincenl's
s eoualhe valid. These are the interesting
things 1o exmlure i the shoae thwe differan
warlds that they live in, the differenl ways
they have of percerang the questicns of our
time. or matlers of morality or ustice, They
come al these tssues from werny, very dil-
feronl vantage points.”

(e very nice poln abodl Lhe show is that
i treals ils andience as il il is intelligent. It
droesn 't alls dowrs 1o Bem, or pander 1o he

lensszst common denominator. ~Maybe il
was chaney,” Martin agrees, "but so far, it's
paid off for us, There's a great tendency on
the part of people who male television
shows to make people who read books, or
quote poelny and things ke that to lock
fookish, 1o make them objects of ridicule,
Particularhy in & sitcom.”

Creator of the show s Ron Koslow, the
Executive Producer. “He created these
characters, and delined them, and gave
thern the shape thal we ve been commuent
ing on - particularty Vincent He's wery
much Ron's baby! We do a ot of the scripts
in-house, e not all of them. That's what
the pitch sessions are foy. Free-lance
wiriters will come in and pitch ideas - el
ly to me and to David Peckinpah, one of
the producers. They Lell us their ideas, and
if thare are amy thal we like, we take ther
up to Ron Keslow. If he likes them, we give
the free-loncer work!™

Chaerall, the show has done remarkably
well It is the first fantasy series in recent
mernary 1o last ol a firsl season with good
rafings, and to be renewed with optimism.
T the shewwe can cogutinge o work s magic
as it has done for the first year, then we
have on our harxls a series thal is fikely to
last for o number of years to come

How dows e romance: belween Cathy
arad Vincent work ouwt® Well, Ihe final story
o dare has her decide 0 leave him, bocause
their love Can Mewer Be... Un the olher
hand, at the end of the show, she's bock
with him again! Il she can’t live with barn in
the Hreval sense of the ward), shwe certainky
can't live wilhout him. The stow has 1o
treand a deficate boundary - ey cannot
allow the star-crossed kowvers to get physi-
cal. hut neither can they nde the possibility
oul, Tt might alienate their audience, How
lene can the shew keep going without 8 real
ceammitenty

Wie sirnphy Hove (o walt and seo.

Mote: The beck cover features a full page colour pictura
from ihe: Senes



