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Evervthing

As muliti-millionaire Elliot Burch, Edward Albert found something
more precious than gold in "Beauty & the Beast."

By DESIRE GONZALES




a™' N he ot ol it 5. . lowe. Lowe does
y B conguer,- all.  The cotmiment 0
romatic love—when 978 the  mos!
passe (hifg in_theglas decade=douched &
chord in'people. It 1ouched achand in e,
There™s ot of (gecinat g, magkcal sull in
all thal. G joptef which, 1 finish & how
e with a guisde [rom, Percy Shelley of John
rq& W Kents or William, Blke can't el b
2 Im the Sandcasfle regmigant @ Malibu
where meza-conimct dealsare the norm,
Fdward Alben  passiomately alks ahout
Beowty & phe Meas, his charactop gnd _his
warent . |
His begigmiiips with Hheshew were o fittle
ymestEl, Addery seis Fvilod 1o read for the
Stole of Lihn] Thrch by caing agent Jovee
,',-__ nhhﬁmu Adbogt-wengin and was asked to
Bty it asa heni ™k did apd'i just wasn
happenmy. | went down three Mights of
shatirs, oot the Iabbw thinking, 2Shoald |
pick wprspme (kh ongbeway bome?’ Joyee
conmies numiing Up— veme il anyone
th that beliore, come rinsivg after me—nnd
says, “Mow, canl ¥ou play i ke Agood guy?”
Mow 3 undergdand: The gov's (ough b
with a heart of gobd."”

Onee committed 1o the recurming role of
Ellint Bagch, Albert,  jemped  ito  his
Spremiere epesode, “hicge, " and immicduilely
saw @ problem.

“There's this scene wheré T on the
phone and I'm saving, “T dop®™ Cire how you

! dor i, just get ihem out of theee!™ Lihought,

P"; = o Ty thaggall, there would be no chetncr Appearing In ancther Roger Corman gem,
et hischarstter o come back. Conie on, Alber enplored a Galaxy of Terrof

I'm trving o0 kick old people out of their

L. M

Ellice Burch, The theing 1hai has always
wonder{nl abow Burch s that there's a
gosodness i i, @ commitimend (o doing the
night thimg. There's sl p constant lerocy
ol vorprmi ment 1o his dieam., Bsosw, ol this s
sripped away. The storyline we had spoken
of, & him comone back as Sosh, and
hecommg cohorts with Vincent. They were
going for # and soddenly they didn’n this
ubird] season. fF the show [were 10 oom]
back, Flixw fas Stosh] conses back."

Close Quarters

Throwghoul Hemuy & e Heose™s T
: two semsons, Albert’s characier never
home!™ Albef wenl bo series creator ex-  Albert’s  character underwent enonnows  beracted with the tunmel world, although o
coutive prodocer [Rop Kogdow suggeesting choanges. Evervihing thal he bolds dear,  tmes he haad a direy influciee on o
that  Barch's Jawver wenkd the call, Thm  Cathenine Chandler and his empire, s gone, . (*"Shades of Grey™ and “Chyanandias’)
wasy, Durch epuld go'to Chandler dnd say he  *'Except, think back 1o what be was, Siosh  He only had eyes o Limda Momitton's
knew nothing about It His only sin woull — Karmaree,” reminds the acior, "ihe son of  Catherine Chandles,
he picking the Wromg people.™ a Polish parbageman. In s own oyes, e Uhe wors wionderful,'" comments Alben.

In the third semsop 6 Roaspd o Beast,  conldn’s [y as a enerpilar, So, he wvented “Linda has a wonderful seine ol canmera

) Carnte: Comyrighl 1mc-1;pﬂ|ihmn

ke mat, Bt [ parericsbel SO0 | it Asibatn
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Galary of Temie Copyrght T8 Mes Wold Pehee

wip wornam who

Shit s in o
{ her, It tiu=

wre) Lo |
il Theu
trulv sk he
blaee. There 5 no jucdgment,”

Finally, as part of what was relcased of
the 12:part aro, Albent was able o work with
Ron Pertman and Jay Acovonce

(0]

W TS

wowhuwm e |

“Muouch of wiui Ror « Yol can’l
bocsis '™ reveals Adben 2. “Which i
i i we're donng o soene chose, Bul, when
he's om (e baar amd moor ook apd

100 aom. mid the wind s Blosding
Adbert mansbe dindogue as i he 1 Perlman

rtled expression
my turn? | can't hear
he™s ke me m

arst then he ke
and maourhs, "ls
“lay™s grosl because

Caught in a ghostly love triangle, Albert
was possessed by 5 samurai spint in The
House Where Evil Dweils,

wense-of "Let's rehefirse, Let™s heiave
That s the best pasil Acgusilly, both
Rom amd Jay, although we're only profes
siopal friends, (they don’t ¢uen ks this)
are on my lop fve Tt of male frbnds.

! | |:11,¢d .---r-rn-!wrﬂ-." Y -ﬁ.“‘lﬂﬂ ST
Iy, ““See, | was broughi up with crews) | fech
more & home in a camera fruck, o grlp'
truck than | do in this peglaorant. 5o forme,
all the” bést times [working on the show]
wore with the crew.” The acior paires, then
shares, *Cne of the thimges thit 1 love abou
what I do is thal 2 crew is an expended fami-
Iy. Yo have poople you would pever say a
bad word abour; you woakd stop 8 buallet
[fioe tlsem]. That™s how | amm with crews,'

Explains Alber, *Usually b featwres, I'm
the Tead. | comdider the directior the caplain,

the
jubons.”

bl | consider miysell che Grst male and 387%

ap Lo me 1o keep mopontact with the heart of
ihe grew. They're-erucial toome, 10T don’
Fech that theyre relpxed, V'm pol relaedd All
the Hithe things they do=—"éllo, how e
vou"—things they may-pot leel, Andy whe
thiew go oul of their way bo benios Lo yora,
i ot s the glue thal binads this i
dusery together.””

Born February X0, 1951, tAlbert b ips
precoibed The dosenes of the indusity froim
the begimming: He is son 10 Tamed sctor Eds
die Albert (nee Edward Albert Heimberper)
wnd 1he lite actpess Margo Alben Hormerly
Slaria Margurita Cuadaiupe Bolado il
y 0" Donngdl), Fe and his sster Mara were
radued, “tin o tiehi, warm Hispanie Tammly ™

A wasn very mageal upbnnging, the
uuality of foeling special and people trended
i special., Yab tried real hard 10 retemiber
all - the. normal things, =0 you didn® get
twisied. | think they manazed 1o bring me
up well when  Hollywood . was - very
Hollywood, ' obvicusly anusually. awane
ol second generation people in ihe hasppess,
The statistics are appalling! There are only
aboul thres pereen] LT TTR N o T

Afbert b broughl the chosencishe knew
as a child to hivown Temay” He s married Lo
aciress Kate Woodville [f’\-l ARLDHR #] .1-.“..
who poriraved Natira invaheg Ster Tk
Clirssse |"|'|'i\.|'h.tl_' “Far The Workd Is Hollow

and 1 Huve Touched The Sky." 50, we're
ke 3 speculative “feton  dwo!™ laughs
Albert. Together, they ridac their nune- year
old  dauphier, Thais, & *thewr spacious

Malibu ranch.

Prudent investments

The story of how Albert met his wille &
sovmiet hing straight ol of & B movie, **Whal
happened was g friend of mine wex coming
owver tis vl ancd e asked 1 e comalad ering a
friend, | remember opening the door and
the instant Diooked into her eyves, | knew |
wontk) marry het and | knew we woukl be
tapether forever, 1 remember exactly whar
she was weanng, Lspent the rest of the night
dong my damnedest fo enchant her wilhout
muiking nmy  present el Trnend  jealous o
sepping over the bounds of cthics, which |
think | managed. Al gne poind, Kate mien
teoned she was ooking (or a place 1o siay. |
sabd, *1ing sure 1he marager cin Gnd sou

rooim,’ Kate moved in soon afier-that, |
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S Looking back, Edward Albert can’l blame
= 'pda Hamilton for the direction the show

never weni fosee bers | el Lwas sl mthe
other relatonship. We sow each other thal
year in the lobby. mavbe ihiee times. The
sgnte my relationship was over, | hung up
the phione and without leting " go, dialed
Kate's number. | asked, "“Can [ come over?™
And she was sort of, *, . JOK," becuse wie
had known each other now @ year and | had
pever asked 1o come over. Kpocked ot her
doie and she answered with ber red air and

Thig: e eves and o litle sky-bluc terrvchoth

robe and, said, s there anything 1 can do o
help youl ¥ex, yor ean kbs me.” | kissed

. »her and we have been fogether ever since.

Thiant *s. vty how it happened.™

And s, i wis the romance of Bodiny &
the Hew that " mciediAdbert fo the soncs,
hut ihe fantasy clememt infrigued him, oo,

DESIRE  GONZALES, Calfforuio-based
fovelanoer, j'}.ruf]’fﬂ.il Juv  Acovenl in
STARLOG 152,
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o take

having alw had a jong love affair with
science fiction. **Since | was & Hitle kid,"
says Albert. “You prow up resding Ray
Bredbury and Isiac Asimoy. Then, you pel
into the Tustier, weirder staff. Oocamonally,
vou [ind something like J.R.R. Tolkien or
Roben Heimdein. You wads through 8 let of
Tiger King of Mears in-vour teens, and
hopefully work your wiy up fo Arthur C.
Clarke and rediscover Asbmov. That's what
my chronology b been.””

Soddenly, Albert lnunches imo an ap
pereckntion of Rutger Hauer, *"His death in
Hlade Rupner! ‘'I've acen such
things, . . And, all of these memeries will be
lost in fime, Tike tears in the main, Time (o
dic." And Ridley Scort! What editing! Whatt
shootmg! | wand (0 be in that kod of Nlm!
I"% Frugrsting when you're not, Seouly &
the Hewt seemed Jike it was going in that
direction., bul it didn't. B had bul within the
parameets of ielevimon. '

Adthough be's usally not offered “that
kind of film,” co-siarring instead in such
fare @8 Wiwen Tinee Kan Qul, The Creek Ty
coinr and Micfway, Albert has appeared in
fwiy penre entrics. Ong was  The  Housr
Where Evil Dwells, As for the other, he
refates, 1 did a Roger Corman movies ] lik- .
ed the piemise. B way called 7 Ouesr,
Before the inkiwas even dry, the itk sval
changed 10 Gealaxy of Terror, We worked in
sets that were fterally buili the night befiore
sy wr Gouldn’t touch enything, They wsed
MeDonald's cartpns for the walls and mitk
carton, grates for the Nodrs, ™

Adberr didn® alwuays want 10 be an a3or,,
| Jraid done a [m when | was L [TTe Food
Kiter]. Wopderful Glm. Bad experiences |
decidedthe bell with u, I would goto
sehol, meike 8 Jifeand b 2o Albert
atiended UCLA whete he was @ gympast! |/
Also during this time, he wis a phitajoit
nalisi, covermg Southeast Asia and Europe.
Then, he recaved 8 scholarship to Oxlard.
“*But, regrétibly, got kicked oul. | thought
oy Jile wats raimed]. "Wont 1o London and ot
u job playing drims-m a club jus off
Picadilly Blad the best sic mowths of my
life."™

Soon after, Albent decided o pursue oct-
tnz: “Just on the srength of my pasenls be-
ing in the business, they woukd et & scripl &
year—'Does Eddie [Edward] want 1o ac?’
Then, the seript for  Sutierflids Are Free
came and i was swch & good swripr. My
parenits said, 17 youw wani 10 be an beior,
thistis the thing 1o stan “with." | hadn'y
sriadiizd any octing in school, except af Uxs
ford.™ With anly his nagural salent, Albert
phunged hesdlong into his debut, ™1 was an
nknown that the flm depended on, You
potia know thil those puys |scress Galdic
Hawn and director Milion ' Kgiselgd] | did
evervthing they could T mpke me look
goudl. Yeah, OK, Tdid myhest, 100,V n'best
thiat. garnered him o Colden Globe Award
for Most Promising Male Newcomer,

Big Bucks

The actor then wen difectly into the pro-
duction of Furry Carars where be worked
with Gene Kelly and played the somantic
lemd 10 Div Ullman. ] wia tomdly-in jove
with her,” says Albert. “She way foing
through her bwn pan  becusel she  had
broken wp with ligmar Bergman, When
vou have m crish on somebody; any Wy
they'll avcept you, you'll be, She wanted a
ompanion, & confidant. 3o, 1 became her
eovnfidant when in reality | was writhing with
Tust and jave.™"

Albert's unfeyuited jove, was perhaps a
portent to disaster. o “The - fing, day of
shooting had me riding s mosarovele, They
kept saying, *Listen, no sweal, This ‘Suni.
double is the European champlon.” Bul he
looked o dilferemi  from me (hal  we
couldn™t use him. They wouldn’t let me
wear @ helmet and [hey kepl ciling me Lo go
faster. A rock bounced oul under the fron
wheel and | bost my gyro. The crew was
lined up in Mront of me so 1 knew | had (o
fay 1he bike down or kill people. | threw the

fooamtimind on pepe T



Albert

feonrimued from page 63)

bike down, dove and weni ini0 4 somer-
gault. Landed on my fect, went siraight up
in the air and tried to tuck into another
somersault. DMdn't have enough momen-
tum. Came straight down on my head and
shoulder. Broke my collar-bone and my
shoulder in like six, eight places. This is the
first day of shooting! | worked the rest of
the day.'

He prompily passed out at the day 5 end
and was taken to the nearest hospizal 90 |
minutes away. Once there, he was (obd that
he should be in a cast and not move for two
months. “Cbviously, 1 couldn’t put myself
in a cast and and the next day, | had a love
scene in the water with Liv!"™ Albert suf-
fered through each day's shooting without
the aid of painkillers. **Literally, the director
would say, “Cat,” and | would take the mor-
phine and the crew would take me home
and lay me down and [ would be un-
conscious until 5:30 the next momning.™
Albert gives a wry smile and sys, ““And
that’s why we love this business we call

Another part of the business thar comes
with the territory are fans.

“I've not had much contact with Bemuey
& the Beast fans, per se. Obviously, we owe
the fans."" Albert pauses thoughtfully, then
continues, ““We're not actors so muoch as
entertainers and you can’t be an entertainer
unless von have somebody vou ‘e entertain-
ing. The fans are the ones who are the most
entertained. 5o, we're real happy o see
thermn.

“In my teens, Dad and 1 were driving a
long way across Florida. We were hungry so
we pulled up at this little town. We sat down
and before we had even. settled, the entire
mext table—maybe eight people—got up
and sal & our table and started wlking to
Dad about Green- Acres and movies he had
made. And [ was a total jerk," he admits.
When we got into the car later, Dad said,
‘Listen. That was real special to them. If
that's the kind of thing that bothers you,
wou're in the wrong business. But-if you
train yourself so you're open nndym
it will leave you with something nice.” One
of the besr pieces of advice 1*ve ever had."

Albert returns the conversation 1o Beaury
& the Beast fans. ““The thing that amazes
me is the fans have no idea how much power
they have. One fan wrote one letter and
thers were three network meetings on it
Cre lerter. They [CBS] figure one letter
[represents] 50,000 people who thought the
same thing but didn't think of writing. 5o,
one letter 10 them is a big, big deal.””

Edward Albert then adds his own piece of
advice, "'If fans like the show, they should
write and tell CBS. If they like the storyline,
they should write and tell CBS. Conwversely,
if they don' bke any of the abowve, they
should write and tell CBS."" The actor
smiles, *Except if they don®t like Elliot
Burch, then they showuldn 't write. Think it,
don't wrice i.'" o
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