
11. An Impossible Silence

I could not mistake the conflict in Vincent as Laura came with me above. I have never seen him so 
moved. As he signed his love to her, I could see the sorrow in his face. He knew someone he cared for 
was leaving his world for the unknown in my world - yet he knew she could do nothing else. She did 
exactly as he would have done, if he could.
Laura was like a child, a daughter to him. Of course he was worried about her.
Later, we almost lost her to the very ones we count on to protect us. We saved her, but she had seen 
enough of my world to want to see more of it. How ironic that even though she saw the dark side, it 
opened her eyes.
That’s what happened to me as well, of course, when I was thrown in the Park and Vincent found me. 
Perhaps it takes a traumatic event to make us look at our lives and make big changes.
Laura will not find it easy to live in my world, which has little patience with disabilities. On the surface, 
there are many concessions, but people are so impatient and often oblivious. Laura will need great 
patience to find a place in my world.
She has the passion she needs to form her own life. She’s young and clever. She will find something, 
maybe even someone, to give her a reason to stay.
Of course, she’s always be welcome in the world below, and maybe that will give her strength when she 
needs it. Vincent, I’m sure, will watch over her if he can.

Watching Laura leave, alone, to go to find her future in the world above, was the hardest thing I have 
ever done. Catherine, I know, understands. I could see it in her face the first time Laura left to go to 
above.
Many people have left our world, many of them young. It is almost a rite of passage. Some return after 
a while, some do not. Laura has the additional challenge, of course, but I don’t think she sees it as 
that. I have tried to help her live as normal a life as possible among us, but I cannot prepare her for 
the indifference of the world above. She will not find it easy - but perhaps that is what attracts her. She 
wishes to learn, to experience something different. She has a passion for adventure. I have sensed that 
in her for some time.
Catherine understands Laura too. They got along well, and Catherine did her best to introduce Laura to 
her world. It is a little puzzling as to why Laura was so keen to leave after being kidnapped and nearly 
being killed, but that situation was unusual.
Somehow, she saw something of value in Catherine’s world. Of course, there is much of value there, 
and that is something I tend to forget. I see Catherine’s world only at night, and not always the most 
pleasant aspects of it. Catherine herself fell afoul of men who victimize others at night. Yet she lives 
there still because she has a mission to help others. Perhaps Laura too will find a mission.
Yet, Catherine’s world can also be beautiful, and daylight would attract Laura, as it has many others 
who lived with us below. Even the children go outside to see the sunshine and play in the Park. 
Laura is fortunate that she can enjoy what I cannot. I would not deny her that - or to experience the 
passion possible with someone she loves - as I do with Catherine.
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